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The political gains in Bogota and Madrid, technical advances in the evidence base over the last two years, and a 
consistently growing global movement that understands the importance of parenting and caregiver support will 
converge in November in Manila for the Second Global Ministerial on Ending Violence Against Children. Manila 
provides an opportunity to recognize that universal parenting support is not an aspiration; it is a reachable goal. 
Manila is the time to commit – with specificity and funding – to the universal delivery of parenting support in all 
contexts.  
 
The Global Initiative to Support Parents (GISP) calls on the global community to do just that: use Manila to achieve 
universal delivery of parenting support by learning from new evidence released since the last Ministerial on what 
works, reflecting on current implementation of commitments and filling gaps that have emerged, and by 
making new, bold, evidence-based, and financed commitments towards ending VAC through supporting 
parents and caregivers. We put forward the below paper to orient both civil society and governments to where we 
are along the road to universal delivery of parenting support – both in terms of commitments made and evidence 
gathered – and to offer specific recommendations for what governments should commit to, and the directions in 
which civil society should push this work, at and beyond Manila. 
 

  

The Imperative of Parenting Support in Humanitarian Contexts 
The Manila Ministerial must ensure that children living in conflict and crisis are not left 
behind as the children facing the gravest risks of violence are, too often, those least 
reached by prevention and support systems. In 2024, more than 520 million children - 
over one in five worldwide - were living in, or fleeing from, conflict. The children most 
at risk of violence are, by definition, those living in the most dangerous and fragile 
conditions. For this reason, the Manila Ministerial must explicitly prioritize children in 
humanitarian contexts.  

More than 200 million children will require humanitarian assistance in 2026 — the 
highest level on record — and the risks of violence they face are escalating. The UN 
Secretary-General's 2025 annual report on Children and Armed Conflict documented 
41,370 verified grave violations against children in 2024, a 25% increase from 2023 
and the highest number since the mandate began nearly 30 years ago. Sexual violence 
against children in conflict rose 34% in a single year and is now double the level of five 
years ago. These figures represent only verified cases; the true scale is far greater. A 
Ministerial that does not center their realities will fall short of its mandate. 

Evidence increasingly shows that parenting programs can be delivered effectively even 
in these most challenging contexts — and that they must be. Research has shown 
time and again that parenting interventions reduce physical and psychological 
violence, improve positive parenting, and improve caregiver mental health, even in 
conflict and crisis settings. Data from over 120,000 participants across eight African 
countries — including those affected by conflict and pandemic — demonstrate that 
evidence-based parenting programmes are consistently associated with reduced 
violence against adolescent girls and improved caregiver mental health.  

Manila must go further that we have before: governments should make explicit 
commitments on parenting support in humanitarian and fragile settings, and 
donors must ensure that humanitarian response plans include dedicated 
financing for evidence-based parenting and caregiver support. 

 

©International Rescue Committee (Karl Bergbom 
for the IRC) 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213424002400
https://www.spi.ox.ac.uk/article/parenting-programmes-reduce-violence-against-teenage-girls-by-over-60-0
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I. The Road Behind Us 

The First Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence Against Children (VAC) in Bogotá in November 2024 marked a global 
turning point: over 100 governments made public commitments to accelerate action to end VAC. Many prioritized support for 
parents and caregivers as a key way to prevent violence, reflecting a clear and growing consensus that violence prevention starts 
early and evolves across childhood and adolescence and that supporting caregivers is one of the most effective ways to reach 
families at scale. Momentum continued at the Global Caregiver Forum, hosted in Madrid, Spain in January 2026, where 
governments and partners called for universal access to evidence-based parenting support, delivered through national systems 
rather than isolated projects, in a first-of-its-kind global convening dedicated to caregiving.  

Since Bogota, Governments have reported on their progress towards achievement of their commitments, while researchers and 
implementers have been hard at work to understand and explain what works.  

 

Stop 1: Achievements in Bogota 

The First Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence Against Children, held on 7–8 November 2024 in Bogotá, Colombia, 
was a landmark event in child protection. Hosted by the Governments of Colombia and Sweden in partnership with WHO, 
UNICEF, and the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children, the conference brought 
together approximately 1,400 delegates from over 130 countries, including 80 ministers. It was the first time so many 
governments of the world were convened specifically to commit to preventing violence against children — a direct accelerator 
toward SDG 16.2. 

Scale and Nature of Commitments* 

100+ government pledges across 12 policy 
areas 

Over 50 countries committing to 
parenting support 

Parenting and caregiver support emerged 
as one of the most cross-cutting themes. 
Over one-third of pledges made specific 
commitments to increase support to 
parents and caregivers — spanning policy 
development, national program delivery, 
and workforce training. Commitments 
came from all regions, including from 
refugee host-governments and fragile and 
conflict-affected contexts such as Jordan 
and the Central African Republic. 

Bogota Call to Action signed by 46 
states 

Accountability Infrastructure Launched 

Bogotá established an accountability 
infrastructure: a global tracking 
mechanism was introduced to monitor 
implementation of pledges, and a series of 
digital dialogues were launched in 2025 to 
review progress. 

Manila confirmed as a future stop on the road 

 

Commitment Spotlight 

The Children's Investment Fund Foundation committed 
US$125 million over five years;  

Iceland committed to a nationally scaled parenting 
support program integrated into its public health and 
early childhood system; 

Countries including Kenya and Tanzania submitted 
comprehensive, costed, nationally scaled plans. 

 

A Platform for Children’s Voices and Inclusion 
 
Children, young people, and survivors were central actors 
throughout the conference. Survivor leaders from the Global 
Survivor Council spoke across plenary sessions and side events; 
several countries pledged to establish national survivor consultation 
councils. A first-ever youth movement to end VAC was launched by 
participating youth delegates. 33 satellite events and 19 formal side 
events created space for civil society, grassroots organisations, and 
thematic communities — including a child-led session specifically 
on the centrality of children in humanitarian contexts. 
 
The conference also confirmed the Second Global Ministerial for 
November 2026 in the Philippines — explicitly framing Bogotá not as 
an endpoint but as the start of a multi-year process. The 
commitments are now well documented. The question for Manila is 
whether they have been acted upon, financed, and scaled — and 
what new ambitions governments are prepared to set. 
 

 
* Figures provided by analysis found in: Blackwell, A. H., Zinke-Allmang, A., Kim, J., Little, M. T., Awah, I., Bangirana, C. A., Jeong, J., & Bhatia, A. 
(Manuscript submitted for publication). Words into action? A content analysis of government commitments to parent and caregiver support at the first 
Global Ministerial Conference on Ending Violence against Children [Unpublished manuscript]. 

 

https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/save-the-date-2nd-global-ministerial-conference-on-ending-violence-against-children/
https://globalcaregiverforum.com/
https://endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/pledges/
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Stop 2: Growing Momentum - What's New in the World 
of Parenting Support Since Bogota 

New Evidence  

The evidence base for parenting support has strengthened 
significantly since Bogotá, with particular gains in scale, humanitarian 
contexts, and emerging risks. Five areas of findings stand out. First, a 
systematic review of 23 randomised trials in humanitarian settings in 
LMICs confirms that parenting interventions reduce physical and 
psychological violence and improve caregiver mental health even in 
crisis contexts -  reinforced by broader syntheses showing parenting 
as one of the strongest, most consistent evidence-based approaches 
to reducing child maltreatment globally. Second, large-scale real-
world data from over 120,000 participants across eight African 
countries — including humanitarian and pandemic-affected settings 
— demonstrates consistent reductions in violence against adolescent 
girls and improvements in caregiver mental health, with spillover 
effects into intimate partner violence against women (IPV) and school-
based violence.   Third, evidence suggests parenting programmes can 
be strengthened to reduce violence against both children and women 
and to promote gender equality.  Fourth, multi-component parenting 
and caregiver mental health interventions show gains in children's 
cognitive and social-emotional outcomes, though mental health 
components require stronger investment to produce caregiver-level 
effects. Fifth, evidence on parenting in the digital age — drawing on over 50 experts and stakeholder consultations — identifies an 
urgent gap: very few evidence-based programmes address parents' role in preventing technology-facilitated child sexual 
exploitation and abuse, pointing to the need for digitally informed, systems-based approaches.  

Together, this growing evidence base strengthens and expands the Bogotá commitments by showing that parenting programmes 
should: (1) be prioritised as a key strategy for preventing violence against children both offline and online; (2) be strengthened to 
intentionally address the root causes of gender-based inequalities and to challenge or transform harmful gender roles, norms, 
and power imbalances that contribute to unequal family dynamics and perpetuate both violence against children and violence 
against women; (3) be integrated into coordinated, multi-sector national prevention systems; (4) be delivered at scale through 
routine services to achieve wider population-level impact and positive spillover effects; and (5) include high-quality 
implementation, stronger mental health support, and digitally informed approaches to respond to evolving forms of violence 
against children. 

New Global Frameworks, Tools, and Policy Momentum 

Several major tools have also launched since Bogotá give governments practical means to act on their pledges: the UNICEF 
Global Parenting Support Framework for moving from isolated programmes to integrated national systems; the UNICEF Policy 
Analysis and Benchmarking Tool for assessing gaps and priorities; the SRSG-VAC Investment Case Toolkit; and UNESCO's global 
initiative on parenting in the digital age.  

Growing Legal and Political Momentum 
The post-Bogotá period has also seen continued legal progress on prohibition of corporal punishment. For instance, Switzerland, 
with both chambers of the Federal Assembly approving reforms in 2025, has moved toward national prohibition of violent 
parenting, embedding 'non-violent upbringing' into civil law. The Czech Republic advanced legislative steps toward prohibiting all 
corporal punishment in 2025. And Thailand became the 68th country to fully ban all forms of violent discipline — in the home and 
schools — in 2025. 

In March 2025, during the 58th session of the Human Rights Council, 40 countries issued a first-ever joint statement addressing 
children's fundamental right to protection from all corporal punishment — led by Costa Rica and Kenya and supported by 38 
states including Brazil, Colombia, France, Japan, and South Africa. 

Iuna Vieira for the IRC 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106850
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-4642(25)00214-7
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2025-020422
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/parenting-programmes-reduce-violence-against-children-and-women
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/parenting-programmes-prevent-violence-and-advance-gender-equality
https://doi.org/10.1016/s2352-4642(24)00134-2
https://www.unicef.org/media/174611/file/Parenting%20for%20the%20digital%20age_Final%20report.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/176766/file/revised%20global%20framework.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/176766/file/revised%20global%20framework.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/174901/file/25382_UNICEF_Policy-Reports_v03_AU_005.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/174901/file/25382_UNICEF_Policy-Reports_v03_AU_005.pdf.pdf
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/Toolkit%20-%20Building%20the%20investment%20case%20for%20ending%20violence%20against%20children.pdf
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-launched-global-initiative-support-parents-and-families-digital-age
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-launched-global-initiative-support-parents-and-families-digital-age
https://www.government.is/ministries/diplomatic-missions/embassy-article/2025/03/12/HRC58-Joint-statement-Prohibition-of-corporal-punishment-against-children
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Stop 3: Madrid - The Global Caregiver Forum 
The Global Caregiver Forum, held in Madrid on 15–16 January 2026, was also a historic milestone as the first global forum 
dedicated exclusively to caregiving and parenting support. Co-hosted by UNICEF, WHO, and the Government of Spain - in the 
presence of Her Majesty Queen Letizia of Spain - the Forum brought together over 300 participants from 37 countries, including 
ministers, thought leaders, civil society, and private sector partners. The Forum reinforced a clear and urgent message: investing 
in caregivers is not supplementary to child development outcomes — it is foundational.  

Participants endorsed an outcome document "Every Child Safe, Loved, and Nurtured," signed at launch by seven countries 
including Spain and with additional countries in the process of endorsing it. The outcome document calls for evidence-based 
parenting support to be recognized and funded as a global public good. The Forum also laid the groundwork for a potential UN 
General Assembly resolution on caregiver support - signaling growing political appetite for a global normative framework. 

The Forum's central finding was the need to shift from isolated initiatives to coordinated, scalable action. Participants 
emphasized that caregiver support must be treated as foundational social infrastructure — embedded within national systems, 
backed by sustained financing, and strengthened through cross-sector collaboration. For Manila, the Forum's outcome 
document provides both a political mandate and a practical framework - and its call for governments to map parenting 
programs, align donor and UN efforts, and invest in implementation science directly shapes GISP's recommendations for the 
Second Ministerial. 

  

https://globalcaregiverforum.com/en/declaration/
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II. The Road Ahead - What It Will Take to Scale 

New research confirms that parenting support can be delivered at low cost and at scale, including in the most challenging 
contexts, such as humanitarian crises, conflict settings, and fragile states. This changes the terms of the Manila conversation 
from those before: universal parenting support is not a distant aspiration - it is an achievable goal that governments can 
commit to at Manila. Governments should pledge to universal access to parenting support, recognizing the specific steps they 
will need to take on their journeys to achieve this at scale.  

To get to scale, the global community must move forward across multiple domains: 

Build Systems, Not Just Programmes (and put it in Policy) 
The fastest way to scale is to use systems that already reach families: 

• Health services: antenatal, postnatal, and child health visits — including in humanitarian health facilities 
• Education systems: early childhood programmes and schools 
• Social protection: especially cash transfer programmes, including humanitarian cash programming 
• Child protection services: for families facing higher risks, including case management in emergency settings 

Embedding parenting support across these platforms ensures reach, continuity, and sustainability. A layered approach is key: 
universal, low-cost support (media, digital tools) for all families; targeted, intensive support (home visits, group sessions) for 
those with greater needs — with this layer explicitly including families in humanitarian and crisis settings where risks are 
elevated. 

The UNICEF Global Parenting Support Framework and Policy Benchmarking Tool provides governments with a concrete 
methodology for the shift from program to policy and system building. By Manila, governments should be able to name the 
national system through which parenting support is being delivered at scale - not just the program name, but the platform. And 
parenting support in humanitarian contexts should be explicitly incorporated into national child protection policies and 
humanitarian response frameworks, bridging the gap between development and emergency programming. 

Show Us the Money — Finance What Works 
Governments are operating in a constrained and stretched fiscal environments; domestic budgets are under pressure, and 
international development financing is tightening. With ever more urgency, we must all look for high-return investments, which 
robust research and analysis done over decades, across outcomes, and across contexts, has shown parenting support to be. 
The return on investment for parenting and caregiver support is high. 

Despite this, financing remains a major gap. Few commitments in Bogota included dedicated budgets. To scale, parenting 
support must be built into national budgets across sectors - not funded as short-term projects. International financing and 
results-based approaches can help accelerate progress. The case is strong: preventing violence reduces long-term social and 
economic costs, while parenting support improves health, education, and productivity. It is both a moral priority and a smart 
investment for domestic financing, and international aid, both for humanitarian and development contexts. 

Strengthen the Workforce 
Scaling requires people. Countries can build on existing workforces — community health workers, teachers, and social workers 
— rather than creating new systems. In humanitarian settings, community workers and protection staff are often the closest 
contact to vulnerable families and can be trained to deliver parenting support as part of broader protection and health services. 
What matters is quality: clear standards, practical training, and ongoing supervision. Digital tools can support training and 
delivery, but should complement — not replace — human interaction. 

Track Progress and Keep Momentum 
Progress must be visible and measurable. The Bogotá process introduced global tracking. The next step is to strengthen this with 
regular reporting on coverage, quality, and outcomes - disaggregated by context, including humanitarian settings - alongside 
stronger national data systems. Maintaining political momentum is just as important. Bogotá showed what high-level leadership 
can achieve. Madrid built on it. Manila must now show results. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241514064
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10869412/
https://gucchd.georgetown.edu/Docs/iecmh/IECHM-TA_Cost%20Effectiveness%20Brief_FNL-508.pdf
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III. Recommendations for Manila and Beyond 

The Second Ministerial Conference is a critical milestone - not a reset, but an acceleration by which the Bogotá commitments 
should be seen as the floor, not the ceiling. By Manila, or through commitments made there, governments should demonstrate 
that the promises of 2024 have been translated into action: services delivered, budgets committed, systems built. 

Governments and other commitment-makers attending the Manila Ministerial should commit to: 

• Report on the old and recommit to the new: publicly account for Bogotá pledges and make new, costed, time-bound 
commitments embedded within national systems, across health, education, social protection, and child protection 
systems, including for families in humanitarian, conflict-affected, and fragile contexts. Commitments should be made 
with financing plans. 

• Explicitly include humanitarian contexts in commitments: governments should pledge to ensure continuity of 
parenting and caregiver support through conflict and crisis, and donors should commit to financing parenting 
interventions as part of humanitarian response. 

• Intentionally identify opportunities to prevent violence against women and promote gender equality within 
parenting programs: governments should increase coordination across efforts to prevent violence against children and 
violence against women within families, including within initiatives to support parents.  

• Adopt a goal of universal access to parenting support, framed not as an aspirational endpoint but as a planning 
horizon: Commit to building the national systems, workforce capacity, and sustained financing needed to reach every 
family, including those in the hardest and most dangerous places, within a defined decade-long timeframe. 

• Strengthen accountability and secure sustained financing: track parenting programme coverage, quality, and 
outcomes as routine national data; endorse the Global Caregiver Forum outcomes and support a UN General Assembly 
resolution recognising caregiver support as a global public good. 

IV. Conclusion 

Parenting support is one of the few solutions that can reach families at scale, address the root causes of violence, and deliver 
benefits across sectors, and do so in stable settings and in the midst of crisis. It sits at the center of both violence prevention and 
early childhood development.  

The journey from Bogotá to Manila has been marked by growing evidence, new tools, and a growing movement in support of 
parenting and caregiver support, across all contexts.  

Manila itself must show results, not just ambition. By using the above information and recommendations, and localizing to their 
own contexts and realities, Governments and others attending Manila can chart their own onward journeys towards universal 
delivery of parenting support, a path which will run through national systems, sustained financing, and the political will to 
maintain these efforts – for every child, everywhere.  

Taiwo Aina-Adeokun for the IRC 

GISP works with governments, civil society partners, 
researchers and donors to promote universal access to 
parenting and caregiver support so that every child can 
receive the support they need during the first two decades of 
life and across the life course. 
 
GISP is coordinated by UNICEF, the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Early Childhood Development 
Action Network (ECDAN), Parenting for Lifelong Health (PLH) 
at the University of Oxford, and the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC). 
 


